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Amalgamation has downsides for County residents 
Learn both sides before you vote 

 

County residents make up 55% of the proposed amalgamated municipality.  
If amalgamation is not a good deal for county residents and businesses, then it’s not a 
good deal. 
 
Present Tax rates:  
Present tax base rates 
County:   $ .81 
New Glasgow   $1.82 
Pictou   $1.63 
Stellarton   $1.82 (all inclusive) 
Westville  $2.08  
Trenton   $1.99 (all inclusive) 
Taxes may also include additional user pay 
charges for services such as the River John 
Sewage Treatment Plant, county streetlights, fire 
rates in the county. New Glasgow levies an 
additional charge for solid waste collection and 
sewer, bringing their rates above Trenton’s.  
 

Facts you should know about tax rates 
 Any statement made by the MOU 

committee is not legally binding on a 
new council. That includes promises of 
no tax increases.  
 

 Even if residential tax rates for county 
residents in an amalgamated 
municipality did stay the same for the 
next 5 years, as the MOU committee 
states, there is very good reason to 
believe that in year 6, taxes would 
jump.  
Why? Because in year 6, the province’s 
equalization payments to the new unit 
would drop by $1.7 million a year. Also, 
by year 6, the new municipality would 
have increased net municipal debt by 
$3.7 million.   
Less money coming in plus higher debt, 
is a likely to lead to tax increases, 
service cuts or both.  
 

 Commercial tax rates in the county 
could rise.  Commercial rates are not 
covered by the statement that tax rates 
will not jump. 
 

 Read the fine print: MOU official 
financial documents say: “It is possible 
that some taxpayers could 
experience increases in total taxes 
when all of the different area rates 
are finally determined and applied.” 

 

Does any informed person really believe this 
amalgamation exercise will result in lower taxes 
or that the big loser in the process will not be the 
Municipality of the County of Pictou? … 
The Town of New Glasgow has nothing to 
lose and everything to gain. The municipality 
of the County of Pictou has nothing to gain 
and everything to lose. … 
I am not against change.  …The proposed 
amalgamation … in my opinion is lopsidedly in 
favour of New Glasgow and offers little value to 
the other municipal partners, especially the 
county.  
Elmer MacKay 
Former MP, Central Nova 
New Glasgow News, April 11, 2016 

 
Money in the Bank - Growing or 
Shrinking?  
Figures in the Amalgamation committee material 
indicate that with amalgamation, the four units 
would save $1.1 million a year.  
 
We are told amalgamation would save $1.1 
million a year, and that at the end of 5 years, we 
would have $5.5 million reserves in the bank.  It 
sounds good – as if that $5.5 million reserves 
results from new savings that we would not have 
without amalgamation.  
 
But the real story is different. There would 
actually be less reserves, not more, if we 
amalgamate.   
 

Without amalgamation, the 4 municipal units 
would have $11.7 million in reserves in 5 
years.  
That’s $6.2 million MORE than the predicted 
reserves of the new amalgamated unit.  
Within the first 5 years, the new municipality 
plans to spend $4.4 million of reserves.  
Unamalgamated, the plan is to increase 
reserves by $1.9 million.  

 
That puts $5.5 million reserves in a different 
light. 
 
We need to be told the full story, not just the 
parts that look good.  
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Increasing Debt  
The MOU committee claims that “The New 
Municipality will be able to maintain a low, not 
growing, debt load.” 
That sounds great, BUT, how can they claim 
that the debt load will not grow, when their own 
figures show rising debt.  
 
Total long term net debt after five years is 
projected to be $3.7 million higher after 5 
years of amalgamation compared to non-
amalgamated figures. That sure looks like a 
growing debt load.  
 
Going into amalgamation, the net debt load per 
person is $163 dollars, while 5 years after 
amalgamation, the net debt load will be $419 per 
person. The new debt level is based on 
expected expenses. It does not include any 
unexpected cost overruns. 
Most importantly, the new debt would be shared 
by all members of the new municipality, 
including the county.  
 
Debt picture worse for County residents 
County residents have NO DEBT going into 
amalgamation. The County would join 
amalgamation with money in the bank – an 
average of $201 per person.  None of the other 
amalgamating units is in this position, (although 
Trenton is.) 
County residents will share responsibility for 
new debts with other residents of the new 
municipality.  
After 5 years of amalgamation, County 
residents, would have a net debt per person 
of $274 – a debt increase of $475 per person 
– and that’s without any unexpected 
expenses cropping up.  
 

Did you know:  
Other municipal amalgamations have also 
predicted financial savings and stable tax 
rates, but results have been the opposite. 
Spending and tax rates have increased, 
especially for rural residents. In Halifax, 
some rural residents faced tax increases of 
up to 30%. 
And no great economic growth to pay the 
bills. 

 
 
Lost rural services: Where will our money 
go? 
A rural county sees the importance of services in 
all areas. An amalgamated municipality will set 
spending priorities for the whole county. This is 
likely to result in decisions that disadvantage 

rural communities. When the priority is the urban 
core, services, recreation and parks become 
centralized, and rural communities are 
weakened.  
 

Did you know: All assets of the County 
would become the property of the new 
municipality if amalgamation goes 
through.  

 
Wishful Thinking or Solid Facts 
The Amalgamation committee makes many 
wonderful claims. But like the ones above, there 
is usually another side to the story. Sometimes 
there are wonderful claims but there is no 
evidence to back them up. Will amalgamation 
lead to more jobs, a better economy, a growing 
population? Will it really lead to a better 
tomorrow? There has been no evidence of that 
in other municipalities.  
 
Some independent communities in NS continue 
to do better than amalgamated units. 
Amalgamation has not proven to be a major 
factor for positive change or growth.   
 
We can’t know exactly what would happen in 
Pictou County if amalgamation goes ahead. But 
the figures themselves give us some idea of 
what we can expect. We can also learn from the 
experiences of other communities.  
 

Words of Wisdom: You don’t have to 
personally walk in front of a bus to figure 
out that you are likely to get smashed.   

 

 
Amalgamation is not a done deal. 

Your vote matters. 
 
 

Say No Thank You to 
Amalgamation.  
That’s not being negative.  
 
It’s saying no to a bad idea. 

 
Find out more at 
www.facebook.com/pcamalgamation and 
www.amalgamationnothankyou.ca. 
 
Share what you learn with your neighbors.  
In the end, the vote of the people will decide.  
 

Please vote in the plebiscite on May 28.  

http://www.facebook.com/pcamalgamation
http://www.amalgamationnothankyou.ca/

